1 receiving an information transmission from a remote source and passing at least 

2 some of said information transmission to said computer, said information transmission 

3 comprising data and one or more^nstructs^ignals; 

4 detecting an instruct-to-select signal in said information transmission; 

5 processing said data transmission at said computer and selecting a plurality of 

6 subscriber data; 

7 storing said selected ^plurality of subscriber data at said memory location; 

8 receiving a mass medium program from a programming source and outputting 

9 said mass medium program at said output device; 

10 selecting a stored subscriber datum to output; and 

] 11 outputting a simultaneous or sequential presentation of said mass medium 

program and said selected stored Subscriber datum. 




( ^4. The method of claim 3Uurther comprising the step of programming said 

14 receiver station to process a broadcast or cablecast transmission, select a datum of 

15 interest communicated in said broadcast or cablecast transmission, and store said 

16 selected datum at a memory location. 



17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 



5. The method of claim 3, wherein said step of outputting a simultaneous or 
sequential presentation of said mass medium program and said designated output is in 
response to a command, said method furthencomprising one or more of the steps of: 
inputting a subscriber command at saicRreceiver station; and 
detecting at said receiver station a command communicated from a remote 
statio^ ^ 



2 



1 6. The irkthod of claim 3, wherein said mass medium program is one of a 

2 television program, A radio program, a print program, and a multimedia program. 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 




The metnpd of claim 6, wherein said step of selecting a designated output 
stored in said computers in response to an instruct signal communicated from said 
programming/source/saia method farther comprising the step of programming said 
station to process an instrJjct.signal communicated from a ,sourcej that communicates a 
mass medium program. 



8. The method of claim 7, wherein at least one of said steps of processing 
said data transmission at saidVromputer and selecting a plurality of subscriber data, 

10 selecting a stored subscriber datum to output, and outputting a simultaneous or 

11 sequential presentation of said rr^ass medium program and said selected stored 

12 subscriber datum is in response td an instruct signal communicated from said 

( r \ \ I 

13 programming source', said method further comprising the step of programming said 

14 receiver station to locate or identify kn instruct signal which is effective to ^6ntrarsaid 

15 computer in a information transmissi&n communicated from a mass medium program 

16 fsoCrce> . ^ 





9. The method of claim 3, whferein said step of storing said selected plurality 

18 of subscriber data at said memory location occurs before the commencement of said 

19 step of receiving a mass medium program Vrom a programming source and outputting 

20 said mass medium program at said output device. 



3 



10. The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of generating and 

2 storing one or more subscriber data to serve as a source of a stored subscriber datum to 

3 select and output. 

11. The method oi\claim 3, wherein said selected stored subscriber datum is a 

5 datum of price, portfolio holding, economic conditions, monetary value, or financial 

6 interest. 




7 12. The method of claim 3, wherein a receiver specific performance is 

8 displayed in series of images that axe outputted during the course of said mass medium 

9 program, said method further comprising one of the steps of: 
10 outputting said selected storea datum in one of said series of images; and 

outputting said selected stored ciatum in response to a second instruct signal. 




(14 
15 
16 
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13. — A me t hod of controlling a plurality of receiver Dtationa each o f whic 
ludes a television receiver, a signal detector, a processor, and witij-each said receiver 
station adapted to detect the presence of one or more cpntfolsignals and programmed 
to process downloadable executable code^aidmethod of controlling comprising the 
steps of: 

(1) receiving a^aTrransmitter station some downloadable executable code 
which is effective^af a receiver station to select a subscriber datum for simultaneous or 
sequential jafesentation with a mass medium program, said downloadable executable 
code/having at each of said plurality of receiver stations a target processor to process 



4 




(2) tr ansferring said downloadable executable cude from said transmitter 

a transmitter; 



(3) receiving one or more control signals at said transmitter station/said one 
or more control signals operate to execute said downloadable executable code; and 

5 (4) transferring said one or more control signals f rom^id transmitter station 

6 to said transmitter, and transmitting an information transmission comprising the 

7 downloadable executable code and one or more conjrol signals. 




14. The method of claim 13, wherein said downloadable executable code or 
some identification data in respect of s^ia downloadable executable code are embedded 
in a television signal. 



11 15. The method p& claim 13, wherein a television program is displayed at a 

12 receiver station and s^icl downloadable executable code programs said receiver station 

13 processor or comjemter to output video, audio, or text in the context of said television 

14 program or to process a viewer reaction to said television program or to select 

15 information that supplements said television program content. 

16 / 16. The method of claim 13, wherein said one or more control signals 

17 ^corpo ratp firnnp o f ftflid HnwnlnaHahlp PYPrnt^hln rnAn - " 




18 , 17. A metbetfof gathering information on the use of resource or a signal at a 

eceiver^tafion, said receiver station having a processor, and a controlled device, said 
20 ^rgceiver station transferring i 
comprising the steps of: 



gathered information to a remote station, said method 
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1 (1) identifying a resource to select for simultaneous or sequential presentation 

2 with a mass medium program or a control signal which is effective to select a subscriber 

3 datum for simultaneous or sequential presentation with a mass medium program; 

4 (2) monitoring said resource or said control signal; 

5 (3) storing a record of the use of said resource or said control signal from said 

6 step of monitoring; and 

7 (4) communiqating information evidencing said use of said resource or said 

8 control signal from said step of storing a record from said receiver station to a remote 
s-^' ^ station. \ 

^^^^vflA^^ ^* ^ e met h oc * olclaim 17, wherein the stored evidence information 
l^^identifies or designates one oV more of: 

12 (1) a mass meMium program; 

13 (2) a proper use of programming; 

14 (3) a transmission station; 

15 (4) a receiver station; 

16 (5) a network; \ 

17 (6) a broadcast station; 

18 (7) a channel on a cabfe system; 

19 (8) a time of transmission; 

20 (9) a unique identifier datum; 

21 (10) a source or supplier ondata; 

22 (11) a publication, article, publisher, distributor, or an advertisement; 

23 and \ 
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(12) \ an indication of copyright. 

^^^19. A meWMd of controlling a remote intermediate mass medium 
programming transmitter station to communicate mass medium program material to 
one or more receiver stations, with said remote transmitter station including a broadcast 
or cablecast transmitter tor transmitting one or more units of mass medium 
programming, a pluralityW selective transmission devices each operatively connected 
to said broadcast or cablecast transmitter for communicating a unit of mass medium 
programming, a mass medium programming receiver, a control signal detector, and a 
controller or computer capable of controlling one or more of said selective transmission 
devices, and with said remote transmitter station adapted to detect the presence of one 
or more control signals, to control the communication of specific units of mass medium 
programming in response to detected specific control signals, and to deliver at its 
broadcast or cablecast transmitter one or more units of mass medium programming, 
said method of communicating comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a unit of mass medium programming to be transmitted by the 
remote intermediate mass medium programming transmitter station and delivering 
said unit of mass medium programming\to a transmitter, said unit of mass medium 



programming having an instruct signal with is effective at the receiver station to select a 
subscriber datum for simultaneous or sequential presentation with a mass medium 
program; 

(2) receiving one or more control signals which at the remote intermediate 



mass medium programming transmitter station operate to control the communication 
of said unit of mass medium programming; and* 



1 (3) transmitting said one or more control signals to said transmitter before a 

2 specific time. 




4 
5 
6 




20. The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of embedding a 
specific one of said one or more control signals in said unit of mass medium 
programming before transmitting said unit of mass medium programming to said 
remote transmitter station. 



7 21. The method of claim 19, wherein said one or more control signals 

8 comprise a code or datum Which operates at the remote intermediate mass medium 

9 programming transmitter station to identify said unit of mass medium programming, 
10 said method further comprising the step of: 



11 transmitting a schedule Which operates at the remote intermediate mass medium 

12 programming transmitter statior^ to communicate said said unit of mass medium 

13 programming to a transmitter at skid specific time. 




22. A method of controlling one or more of a plurality of receiver stations 

15 each of which includes a mass medium program receiver, a signal detector, at least one 

16 computer or processor, and with each said receiver station adapted to detect the 

17 presence of one or more control signals and to input a viewer reaction to a specific offer 

18 communicated in a mass medium program, said method of controlling comprising the 

19 steps of: 

20 (1) receiving a code or datum at a transmitter station, said code or datum 

21 designates a (product) or service offered in a mads medium program or a viewer reaction 



22 to an offer commvinicated in a mass medium program; 
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1 (2) receiving at said transmitter station an instruct signal which is effective at 

2 the receiver station to select a subscriber datum for simultaneous or sequential 

3 presentation with a niass medium program; 

4 (3) transferring said code or datum or said instruct signal to a transmitter at 

5 said transmitter station at a specific time; and 

6 (4) transmittingWid code or datum and said instruct signal from said 

7 transmitter station. 




23. The method of claim 22, wherein said instruct signal or said code or 
9 datum is embedded in a television signal or in a signal containing a television program. 
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24. T he method of claim 22^ 
^actable execu4aMe-€ode. 



* m said insliuil signal mooiporatey -sogie^ 



The m£th{53 oi claim 22, wherein a mass medium program is displayed at 
said one oj^ffore receiver stations and a control signal directs the output of video, 



I ^ 14 ajKtio, or text to supplement sai^d mass medium program or said mass medium 

[5 program prompts a subscriber to\react, said method further comprising the steps of 

16 communicating to said transmitter\and transmitting an instruct signal which is effective 

17 a receiver station to output supplemental video, audio, or text or to process a subscriber 

18 reaction. 



19 26. The method of claim 22, wherein said mass medium program is text. 

27. A method of controlling at leas\ one of a plurality of receiver stations each 
21 of which includes a broadcast or cablecast sigrml receiver, at least one processor, a 




9 



3\ 



1 signal detector, saidi signal detector adapted to receive signals from a broadcast or 

2 cablecast signal, andWid processor programmed to respond to signals from said 

3 detector, and said method of controlling comprising the steps of: 

4 (1) receivingftat a broadcast or cablecast transmitter station an instruct signal 

5 which is effective at thelreceiver station to select a subscriber datum for simultaneous or 

6 sequential presentation with a mass medium program; 

7 (2) transferring^said instruct signal from said transmitter station to a 

8 transmitter; 

9 (3) receiving one br more control signals at said transmitter station, said 

10 control signals identifying a^least one specific receiver station in which said instruct 

11 signal is addressed; and 



(4) transferring said fyne or more control signals from said transmitter station 

13 to a transmitter, said transmitteAstation broadcasting or cablecasting said instruct signal 

14 and said one or more control signals to said plurality of receiver stations. 

ji/y) 28. The method of claim 27, wherein said instruct signal or said control signal 

16 is embedded in the non-visible portion of a television signal. 

17 29. The method of claim 27, ^herein said one or more control signals 

18 identifies two of said plurality of receiver stations asynchronously and each of said two 

19 receiver stations receive and respond to said instruct signal asynchronously. 




20 



30. 



The method of claim 27, wherein a switch communicates signals 



21 selectively from a receiver and a memory or recorder to a transmitter, said method 



22 further comprising one from the group consisting of: 
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1 detecting a' signal/which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct 

2 communication; 

3 determining a specific signal source from which to communicate a signal to a 

4 transmitter; 

5 controlling said switch to communicate a signal to said transmitter in response to 

6 ^ignal 

7 which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct communication; 

8 controlling said switch to communicate a signal from a selected signal source; 

9 and 

10 controlling said switch tb communicate to said memory or recorder a signal 

11 which is effective at the receiver station to instruct. 



31. The method of claim \7, wherein a controller controls a switch to 

13 communicate to a transmitter a selected (signal, further comprising one from the group 

14 consisting of: 

15 detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct 

16 transmission; 

17 inputting to said controller a signal Which is effective to control said switch; 

18 controlling said switch to communicate one or more signals according to a 

19 transmission schedule; 

20 controlling said switch to communicate frfom a specific one of a plurality of signal 

21 sources; and 

22 controlling said switch to communicate a signal to a selected one of a plurality of 

23 transmitters. 



11 




2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



i 12 



|"^Y 32. The methodW claim 27, further comprising one from the group consisting 
of:' \ 

transmitting to a receiver station one or more data that designate a time or a 
channel of transmission of said instruct signal or that specify the title of or some subject 
matter contained in a unit of mass medium programming or data associated with said 
instruct signal; and 

transmitting to a receiver station a control signal to cause said receiver station to 



8 time to a broadcast or cablecast transmission containing a specific instruct signal. 

53. - TI i h M i HllmH of r\p tim ^27 i whprpin gfliH nnp or more m^trol sjg!2a1 g fiirfh pr 

10 H^romprise downloadable executable codeJargetetfTosaid processor at one or more of 

11 said pluralityotreceiver stations, said downloadable executable code programming the 




iirvvfuch said at least one^roeessor-fespon ds to said instruct signal 



The method of claim 27, wherein at least one receiver station is adapted to 

14 detect th^presence of said control signal or programmed to respond to said instruct 

15 >i£hal on the basis of the loca&on of a signal in an information transmission, said 

16 method further comprising the step of causing at least some of said control signal or 

17 instruct signal to be transmitted in said location. 




55. An interactive methoc^for mass medium programming promotion and 
delivery for use with an interactive television viewing apparatus comprising the steps 
20 of: 
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2 
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displaying a television program that promotes mass medium programming, said 
interactive television viev^ng apparatus having an input device to receive input from a 
subscriber; 

^romp^g said subscriber during said television program whether said 
subscriber-wants said mass iridium programming promoted in said step of displaying, 
said interactive television vievwLng apparatus having a memory for storing a code or 
datum; 



receiving an reply from said subscriber at said input device in response to said 
step of prompting said subscribers said interactive television viewing apparatus having 

10 a processor for processing said subscriber reply and said data; 

11 processing said reply from sard step of receiving a reply and selecting a code or 

12 datum designating said mass medium programming, said interactive television viewing 

13 apparatus having a transmitter for comWunicating information to a remote station; 

14 communicating said selected code or datum to a remote^sS^, said interactive 

15 mass medium output apparatus and said remote site comprising a network having a 

16 plurality of transmitter stations; 

17 assembling, in said network, a signal Vmit which is effective at said interactive 

18 television viewing apparatus to select a subscriber datum for simultaneous or 

19 sequential presentation with a mass medium program, said interactive television 

20 viewing apparatus having a receiver for receiving a signal from a remote station; 



21 
22 



delivering said signal unit at said interactive television viewing apparatus; and 
selecting a subscriber datum for simultaneous or sequential presentation with 



23 said designate mass medium programming on the basis of said signal unit. 
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36. The method of claim 35, wherein at least some portion of said signal unit 
is embedded in the non-Visible portion of a television signal. 

37. The methodlpf claim 35, wherein information evidencing the availability, 
use 1 or usage of said television program or said mass medium programming is stored or 
communicated to a remote qata collection station, said method further comprising the 
step of selecting evidence information that identifies or designates one or more of: 

(1) a mass meuium program; 

(2) a use of dak; 

(3) a transmission station; 

(4) a receiver station; 

(5) a network; \ 

(6) a broadcast station; 

(7) a channel on a cable system; 

(8) a time of transmission; 

(9) a unique identifier aatum; 

(10) a source or supplier of data; 

(11) a publication, article, publisher, distributor, or an advertisement; 
and \ 

(12) an indication of copyright. 

jfM 38. The method of claim 35, wherein^ said signal unit incorporates executable 
c6de said method further comprising the steps of communicating said executable code 
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to said processor and performing, on the basis of said executable code, one selected 
from the group consisting of: 

(1) receiving a signal containing said mass medium programming; 

(2) actuating a video, audio, or print storage or output device, as 
appropriate, to store or output said mass medium programming; 

(3) decrypting at least a portion of said mass medium programming; 

(4) controlling a selective transmission device to communicate said 
mass medium programming to a storage device or an output 
device; 

(5) generating W receiver specific datum to on the basis of information 
contained in\said mass medium programming; and 

(6) delivering a receiver specific datum at said interactive television 
viewing apparatus simultaneously or sequentially with said mass 
medium programming. 

39. An interactive method for mass medium programming promotion and 
elivfery for use with an interactive mas^ medium program output apparatus 
comprising the steps of: 

displaying a mass medium program thatfprbmot^s a specific fashion of 
presenting information to supplement massunedium programming, said interactive 
mass medium program output apparatus having an input device to receive input from 
a subscriber; 

prompting said subscriber during said mkss medium program whether said 
subscriber wants said information to supplement mass medium programming 
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1 presented in said specific fashion promoted in said step of displaying, said interactive 

2 mass medium program output apparatus having an output device for outputting 

3 information in said specific fashion; 

4 receiving a reply from said subscriber at said input device in response to said 

5 step of prompting said subscriber, said interactive mass medium program output 

6 apparatus having a processor for processing said subscriber reply and controlling 

7 delivery of said mass medium programming in response to instructions; 

8 delivering instruction at said interactive mass medium program output 

9 apparatus in response to said\step of receiving a reply, said instructions controlling said 

10 interactive mass medium program output apparatus; 

11 processing said instructions from said step of delivering, said instructions 

12 effective to select a subscriber datum for simultaneous or sequential presentation with a 

13 mass medium program; and 

14 presenting said information^) supplement mass medium programming in said 

15 specific fashion on the basis of said instructions. 




^\^40. The method of claim 39,\wherein one or more of said instructions is 
embedded in the non-visible or non-audible portion of a mass medium program signal. 




41. The method of claim 39, wherein information evidencing the availability, 

19 use or usage of said mass medium program or said information to supplement mass 

20 medium programming is stored or communicated to a remote data collection station, 

21 said method further comprising the step of selecting evidence information that 

22 identifies or designates one or more of: 
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1 (1) a rmass medium program; 

2 (2) a use of programming; 

3 (3) a transmission station; 

4 (4) a receiver station; 

5 (5) a network; 

6 (6) a broadcast station; 

7 (7) a channellon a cable system; 

8 (8) a time of transmission; 

9 (9) a unique identifier datum; 

10 (10) a source or supplier of data; 

11 (11) a publication! article, publisher, distributor, or an advertisement; 

and \ 

13 (12) an indication oncopyright. 

42. The method of claim 39,\wherein said instructions incorporate executable 

15 code said method further comprising the steps of communicating said executable code 

16 to said processor and performing, on thebasis of said executable code, one selected 

17 from the group consisting of: \ 

18 (1) receiving a signal containing said information to supplement mass 

19 medium programming* 

20 (2) actuating a video, audio, or print output device, as appropriate, to 

21 output said information to\supplement mass medium 

22 programming or to output information in said specific fashion; 
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1 (3) decrypting at least a portion of said information to supplement 

2 mass medium programming; 

3 (4) controlling a selective transmission device to communicate specific 

4 output to a specific output device; 

5 (5) generating ft receiver specific datum to present with said mass 

6 medium program or said information to supplement mass medium 

7 programming; and 

8 (6) delivering a receiver specific datum at said interactive mass 

9 medium program output apparatus simultaneously or sequentially 

10 with said mass medium program or said information to 

11 supplement mass medium programming. 

^^^^^^V 43. A method of controlling a receiver station including the steps of: 

13 detecting the presence or absenceW a broadcast or cablecast control signal; 

14 inputting an instruct-to-react signal to a processor based on said step of detecting 

15 the presence or absence of a cw\SoTsignal;\ 

16 controlling said processor to output specific information in response to said step 

17 of inputting an instruct-to-react signal; and \ 

18 selecting a datum for simultaneous or sequential presentation with a mass 

19 medium program on the basis of information received from said processor based on 

20 said step of controlling a processor. \ 

"^^^^J met k oc * °^ c ^ a ^ m 43/ wherein a buffer is operatively connected to said 

22 processor for buffering input, said method further comprising the step of: 



18 




10 



inputting said instruct-to-react signal directly to said processor. 

45. The method of claim 43, wherein said processor processes a datum 
designating a television channel or a television program, said method further having 
one step of the group consisting of: 

controlling a tuner tottune a receiver to receive the television channel or 
television program designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a selective transmission device to input to a control signal detector at 

8 least some portion of the television channel or television program designated by said 

9 processed datum; 
controlling a control signaftdetector to search for one or more control signals in 




'11 the television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; 
vlfen\12 controlling a selective transmission to input to a computer control signals 

13 detected in the television channel or television program designated by said processed 

14 datum; 

15 controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in the television 

16 channel or television program designatedVby said processed datum; 

17 controlling a television monitor to dkplay video or audio contained in the 

18 television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; 

19 controlling a video recorder to record oV play video or audio contained in the 

20 television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; and 

21 controlling a selective transmission deviceuo communicate to a video recorder or 

22 a television monitor the television channel or television program designated by said 

23 processed datum. 
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1 46. The methocft of claim 43, wherein said processor processes a datum 

2 designating one or more specific channels of a multichannel cable or broadcast signal, 

3 said method further having one step of the group consisting of: 

4 controlling a tuner to tune a converter to receive the one or more specific 

5 channels designated by said processed datum; 

6 controlling a selective trar^mission device to input to a control signal detector at 

7 least some portion of the one or more specific channels designated by said processed 

8 datum; 

9 controlling a control signal detector to search for one or more control signals in 
the one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a selective transmission to input to a computer control signals 

12 detected in the one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

13 controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in the one or more 

14 specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

15 controlling a television monitor to display video or audio contained in the one or 

16 more specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

17 controlling a video recorder to record or play video or audio contained in the one 

18 or more specific channels designated by said processed datum; and 

19 controlling a selective transmission device \p communicate to a storage device or 

20 ' an output device the one or more specific channels ^designated by said processed datum. 
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